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Unframed Images: Photography from the Collection of P. H. Polk
is a partnership among Tuskegee University,  
Mississippi State University Libraries, and  
The Southern Literary Trail. Based at Mississippi State 
University Libraries, The Southern Literary Trail celebrates the 
classical 20th century Southern writers of 
 Georgia, Alabama, and Mississippi.
The collection will be on exhibit from  
March 4 to March 29, 2019 in the  
Louis Burns Brock, Jay Brock, and Hank Brock Gallery
of the Old Main Acadamic Center at Mississippi State University.
The Gallery is open from 7 am to 11:45 pm, Monday - Thursday  
and 7 am to 7:45 pm on Friday.
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Dana Chandler has worked in a variety of 
capacities within both the private and public 
sectors. A trained surveyor, civil engineer and 
project manager, he has helped to design and build 
projects throughout the South and nation. In later 
years, Chandler had worked specifically with 
corporations seeking to start up recycling facilities 
in the U.S. and Latin America. 
A trained archivist and historian, receiving 
his graduate degree from Auburn University, 
Chandler now works as the University Archivist/Assistant Professor at 
Tuskegee University. Prior to his tenure, the archives had been closed to use by 
researchers for several years. Within two years of his hire, the archives reopened 
for use by researchers. This has permitted an influx of researchers from around 
the world to visit the archives in search of the interesting materials that are 





Few photographers have left a legacy as great 
as that of P. H. Polk. Born Prentice H. Polk 
in Bessemer, Alabama in 1898, he enrolled at 
Tuskegee Institute in the early 1920s. Though 
discouraged by the school’s administration from 
pursuing his interest in the arts, he nevertheless 
worked alongside Tuskegee photographer  
C. M. Battey. His passion for photography did 
not wane, and he moved to Chicago to work with 
photographer Fred Jensen. Polk found his way 
back to Tuskegee, where he established a studio.  
He became the school’s official photographer 
and head of its Photography Department. His work documented nearly a half-
century of African-American life, from residents of rural Alabama, to students 
at Tuskegee, to such notable figures as George Washington Carver and Martin 
Luther King. P. H. Polk died in 1984, leaving an extraordinary collection of more 
than 3,800 images. His family later donated his collection, which contained many 
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